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Current

Infrastructure

Considerations for Migrating Office
Computing Operations to Open Source

Migrating office computing operations to open source solutions can offer numerous benefits,
including cost savings, increased flexibility, and enhanced security. However, this transition
requires careful planning and consideration of various factors to ensure a smooth and
successful implementation. This document outlines key considerations to keep in mind when
planning such a migration, whether it involves desktop applications, server infrastructure,
on-premise setups, or cloud environments.

1. Assess Current Infrastructure

Before initiating the migration, conduct a thorough assessment of your current computing
infrastructure. Identify the software applications, operating systems, and hardware in use.
Understanding the existing environment will help you determine which open source
alternatives are suitable and how they can be integrated into your operations.

Breaking Down Infrastructure Assessment for Open Source
Migration
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2. Evaluate Open Source Alternatives

Research and evaluate open source software that can replace your current applications.
Consider factors such as functionality, user-friendliness, community support, and
compatibility with existing systems. Popular open source alternatives include:
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• Desktop Applications: LibreOffice (for office productivity), GIMP (for image editing),
and Thunderbird (for email).

• Server Solutions: Linux distributions (like Ubuntu Server or CentOS), Apache (for web
hosting), and PostgreSQL (for database management).

• Cloud Services: Nextcloud (for file sharing and collaboration) and OpenStack (for
cloud infrastructure).
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3. Consider Training and Support

Transitioning to open source software may require training for your staff to ensure they are
comfortable and proficient with the new tools. Consider the availability of documentation,
community forums, and professional support for the open source solutions you choose.
Investing in training can help mitigate resistance to change and improve productivity.
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Ensuring a Smooth Transition to Open Source
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4. Data Migration and Compatibility

Plan for data migration from proprietary systems to open source alternatives. Ensure that data
formats are compatible and that there are tools available to facilitate the transfer.
Additionally, consider the implications of data integrity and security during the migration
process.

Navigating Data Migration to Open Source
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5. Licensing and Compliance
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While open source software is generally free to use, it is essential to understand the licensing
agreements associated with each solution. Ensure compliance with any licensing
requirements and consider the implications of using open source software in a commercial
environment.

Navigating Open Source in Commercial Use
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6. Security Considerations

Open source software can offer enhanced security due to its transparency and
community-driven development. However, it is crucial to assess the security measures in
place for the chosen solutions. Regular updates, vulnerability assessments, and community
engagement are vital to maintaining a secure environment.
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Enhancing Security in Open Source Migration
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7. Integration with Existing Systems

Evaluate how the open source solutions will integrate with your existing systems and
workflows. Consider potential compatibility issues and the need for additional tools or
middleware to facilitate integration.
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Integration and Compatibility of Open Source Solutions
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8. Performance and Scalability

Assess the performance and scalability of the open source solutions you are considering.
Ensure that they can handle your organization's workload and can scale as your needs grow.
Conduct performance testing to identify any potential bottlenecks.
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How to assess performance and scalability of open source
solutions?
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9. Long-term Viability

Consider the long-term viability of the open source projects you choose. Investigate the
community support, development activity, and roadmap for future updates. A vibrant
community and active development are indicators of a sustainable solution.
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Assessing Open Source Viability
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10. Change Management

Implementing open source solutions may require a cultural shift within your organization.
Develop a change management strategy to address potential resistance and ensure a
smooth transition. Communicate the benefits of the migration and involve stakeholders in the
decision-making process.
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Resistance to Open Source Migration
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Conclusion

Migrating office computing operations to open source solutions can be a rewarding
endeavor, but it requires careful planning and consideration of various factors. By assessing
your current infrastructure, evaluating alternatives, and addressing training, security, and
integration concerns, you can successfully navigate the transition to an open source
environment. Embrace the flexibility and innovation that open source offers while ensuring
that your organization's needs are met.
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Migrating to Open Source Solutions
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